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The Kingdom of Bahrain continues
to strengthen its position as a
regional hub for economic dialogue
and investment opportunities.
Gateway Gulf 2026 served as a
strategic platform, bringing
together policymakers, business
leaders, and investors to shape the
next phase of economic growth.

The forum took place at a time of
rapid economic transformation
across the region, highlighting the
need to reassess investment
priorities, strengthen cross-border
partnerships, and harness
innovation and technology to build
more diversified and sustainable
economies.

In this edition of EconomyZone, we
explore the significance of the
forum, its role in enhancing
Bahrain’s investment appeal, and
the promising opportunities
emerging across Gulf markets. We
do so with a firm belief that the
future of the economy is shaped not
by opportunities alone, but by
ambitious visions and strategic
partnerships capable of turning
those opportunities into reality.
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Bahrain Leads the Future of Investment

Under the leadership of HRH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister,
Bahrain strengthens its position as a regional investment hub.

The fourth edition of Gateway Gulf 2026, held in Manama on November 1-2, reinforced Bahrain’s growing role as
a regional platform for investment, economic dialogue, and international partnerships.

Inaugurated by His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince and Prime Minister, the
forum brought together policymakers, business leaders, and global investors to explore emerging opportunities and

shape the region’s economic future.

The event reflected Bahrain’s commitment to economic diversification, regulatory development, and private-sector
growth, supported by the Bahrain Economic Development Board (EDB) and its collaborative Team Bahrain

approach.

$22.3 Billion in Deals and Partnerships

Gateway Gulf 2026 generated $22.3 billion in announced
investments, partnerships, and deals, including more than
110 announcements and over 75 agreements and
memoranda of understanding.

The announcements covered financial services,
technology, manufacturing, logistics, aviation, tourism,
energy, healthcare, and education, highlighting the
breadth of opportunities across Bahrain’s evolving
economy.

A key milestone was the awarding of four Golden
Licences for strategic projects valued at $3.89 billion.
These included aviation maintenance and cargo
developments, a tourism and real estate project in Amwaj
Islands, and Bahrain Digital City, supporting innovation,
education, and technology-driven business activities.
While the announced total includes different categories of
transactions and commitments, the long-term economic
impact will depend on project implementation, job
creation, and sustainable value generation.

Beyond the Forum

A Gateway to Gulf Growth

As Gulf economies accelerate diversification,
Bahrain is positioning itself as a competitive
gateway for international companies seeking
access to regional markets.

Its strategic location, established financial
sector, business-friendly environment, and
skilled workforce provide a foundation for
attracting investment in emerging industries.
Artificial intelligence, fintech, advanced
manufacturing, logistics, and tourism are
among the sectors expected to shape the next
phase of growth, creating opportunities for
innovation and cross-border collaboration.
Under the economic vision and leadership of
HRH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister,
Bahrain continues to strengthen public-
private partnerships, improve its investment
ecosystem, and support sustainable economic
development.

The significance of Gateway Gulf 2026 extends beyond its announced deals. Its lasting success will be
measured by the transformation of agreements into operational projects, productive investments, and

meaningful employment opportunities.

Bahrain is not simply opening doors to investment; it is building the partnerships that will shape its future.
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Mumtalakat Advances
Al Banking and Arab
Investment Partnerships

Bahrain's sovereign wealth
fund Mumtalakat announced
a partnership with ARB
Group to establish a proposed
Al-native, blockchain-enabled
wholesale bank, subject to
final regulatory licensing.
Mumtalakat also signed an
investment cooperation
memorandum with Arab
Investment Company to
explore opportunities across
Bahrain's private and public
markets.

Arcapita Plans
$1.5bn Gulf
Logistics
Investment as
NEOPAY Expands

Arcapita plans to invest
more than $1.5 billion in
GCC industrial and
logistics real estate over
the next two years, adding
to an existing portfolio
exceeding $2 billion.
Separately, portfolio
company NEOPAY
agreed to acquire a 65%
stake in noon payments,
expanding its regional
payments platform across
the UAE, Saudi Arabia
and Egypt, subject to
approvals.
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Bahrain EWA and
BDB Explore
Financing for Energy
Efficiency

Bahrain's Electricity and
Water Authority and Bahrain
Development Bank signed an
MoU to explore financing
solutions for SMEs investing
in energy efficiency.

The partnership will examine
support for the Kafa'a
programme and opportunities
to develop the energy services
market, supporting Bahrain's
sustainability objectives.

Hercules Robots Plans
Al and Robotics
Centre in Bahrain

Hercules Robots announced
plans to establish an AI and
Robotics Centre of Excellence
in Bahrain, focusing on
humanoid robotics software
and industrial applications.
The company aims to
collaborate with local
universities, transfer technical
knowledge and support
advanced manufacturing
applications across Bahrain
and the GCC.
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Beyon Expands Green
Data Centres and
Digital Partnerships

Beyon announced plans for a
third renewable-powered data
centre through a solar project
worth approximately BHD
544,500.

The 1.5 MWp installation is
expected to generate 2.5 GWh
annually and reduce emissions
by over 1,585 tonnes.

Beyon Connect also signed an
MoU with Oman's PhazeRo
on digital identity solutions,
while the group renewed its
support for Bahrain's horse
racing fantasy game.

Masar Expands
Marine Operations
Across Bahrain and
Saudi Arabia

Bahrain's Masar Group
announced an agreement to
operate Dilmunia Marina,
which can accommodate 118
boats and yachts, with
operations expected to begin
in December 2026.

The group also launched
Bahrain's first annual-
membership boat club with
The Captain's Club and
signed two MoUs with Saudi
Arabia's Sumo Holding to
explore marine tourism and
marina projects.
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Gulf Air Group
Appoints Mazad as
Exclusive Auction
Partner

Beyon announced plans for a
third renewable-powered data
centre through a solar project
worth approximately BHD
544,500.

The 1.5 MWp installation is
expected to generate 2.5 GWh
annually and reduce emissions
by over 1,585 tonnes.

Beyon Connect also signed an
MoU with Oman's PhazeRo
on digital identity solutions,
while the group renewed its
support for Bahrain's horse
racing fantasy game.Gulf Air
Group has appointed Bahrain-
based Mazad as the exclusive
manager of auctions for
movable assets the group
chooses to sell.

The partnership supports Gulf
Air Group's transformation
programme by improving
transparency, expanding
access to regional buyers and
encouraging competitive
bidding through Mazad's
digital platform.

Visa Plans Bahrain
Office Opening in
2027

Global payments company
Visa announced plans to open
an office in Bahrain in 2027.
The move will strengthen its
local presence and support
closer collaboration with
financial institutions,
merchants and partners as
demand for secure and
seamless digital payments
continues to grow.
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Beyon Expands
Partnerships Across
Four Sectors

Beyon and its subsidiary
Batelco announced four
partnership agreements at
Gateway Gulf 2026.

Batelco signed a five-year
digital services agreement
with Gulf Air Group, a two-
year smart property
cooperation agreement with
Bareeq Al Retaj, and renewed
its asset recovery partnership
with Mazad.

The Mazad collaboration has
managed over 100,000 surplus
assets weighing around 300
tonnes, with a book value of
BHD 2.2 million.

Beyon also renewed its long-
standing partnership with
Bahrain International Circuit.

Statora Secures
Bahrain's First
Category C Trust
Licence

International corporate
services provider Statora has
become the first company to
receive a Category C Trust
Service Provider licence from
the Central Bank of Bahrain.
Introduced in 2024, the
framework allows Category C
providers to deliver
administrative and
operational support through
an agreement with a locally
licensed Category A trustee.
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Tamkeen and EY
Target 125 Bahraini
Jobs

Bahrain's Labour Fund
Tamkeen has signed an MoU
with EY MENA to establish a
talent centre in Bahrain,
targeting 125 jobs for
Bahrainis between 2027 and
2029.

The proposed centre will train
graduates and new entrants in
audit, consulting, tax,
strategy and transactions,
alongside Al, cybersecurity
and digital transformation
skills.

NBB Adopts Bahrain-
Developed HR
Platform

National Bank of Bahrain has
implemented RemoteApps'
People Hub platform to
digitise HR operations,
including employee records,
performance management,
recruitment and talent
development.

The rollout forms part of a
wider transformation
programme covering NBB and
Bahrain Islamic Bank, with
planned expansion into Saudi
Arabia and the UAE.
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Bahrain Airport
Renews Security
Screening Partnership

Bahrain Airport Company has
renewed its partnership with
Leidos Security Detection &
Automation, part of Analogic
Group, to maintain security
screening equipment at
Bahrain International
Airport.

The agreement supports
operational reliability,
aviation security standards
and a smooth passenger
experience.

Bahrain Exports Week
2026 to Feature 9+
Events

Export Bahrain will host the
fifth edition of Bahrain
Exports Week from
November 11-19, 2026,
marking its eighth
anniversary.

The programme features more
than nine events covering
export financing, credit
insurance, international
marketing, market entry
strategies and logistics.
Organised with national and
international partners, the
initiative aims to help
Bahrain-based businesses
expand into global markets.
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BIBF Partners with
Libya's Jumhouria
Bank on Professional
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BIBEF's regional expansion and
strengthens Bahrain—Libya
cooperation in financial sector
training.

Bahrain Chamber
Moves to Strengthen
Banking Ties and
Support Entrepreneurs

The Bahrain Chamber of
Commerce and Industry's
Executive Bureau, chaired by
Nabeel Khalid Kanoo, has
approved the launch of an
Entrepreneur's Guide to help
investors navigate business
establishment procedures.
The Bureau also directed the
activation of joint committees
with government entities and
recommended establishing a
joint committee with the
Bahrain Association of Banks.
Other priorities include
upgrading digital member
services, introducing an
economic events calendar,
strengthening institutional
governance, and expanding
direct engagement with
businesses.
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Islamic Chamber
Expands B57+ to
Europe

The Islamic Chamber of
Commerce and Development
(ICCD) announced the
European launch of its B57+
initiative, with operations
starting soon in Brussels.
Unveiled by ICCD President
Abdullah Saleh Kamel at the
Business Leaders Summit in
Istanbul, the initiative aims to
strengthen trade and
investment partnerships
between 57 Islamic economies
and European markets, with
support from Tiirkiye’s
TOBB.

Saudi Arabia Registers
1,275 Foreign Firms

Saudi Arabia registered 1,275
foreign companies in October
2026, with declared capital of
$2.75 billion, according to the
Federation of Saudi
Chambers.

Investors came from 45
countries, with manufacturing
accounting for 35% of
registrations, followed by
construction (22%) and ICT
(10%), reflecting progress
under Saudi Vision 2030.
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Bahrain Clear Appoints
Adyviser for Post-Trade
Infrastructure Upgrade

Bahrain Clear has appointed
Seven Pillars Consulting as an
independent adviser to review
its central securities depository,
clearing operations, governance
and technology infrastructure.
The initiative supports
Bahrain's 20262028 Capital
Market Development Plan and
aims to strengthen efficiency
and investor confidence

Bahrain Bourse and
Tanami Explore Private
Markets Platform

Bahrain Bourse and Tanami
signed an MoU to explore
developing a digital platform
connecting private companies
with investors.

The proposed partnership
covers capital raising,
secondary market liquidity,
fund distribution, digital
registry services and potential
new instruments, including
tokenised securities.
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ASB Capital Launches
Sharia-Compliant
Liquidity Fund

ASB Capital, which manages
$10.2 billion in assets, has
launched the ASB Liquidity
Fund at Gateway Gulf 2026.
The Sharia-compliant money
market fund offers daily
liquidity access and invests in
diversified short-term deposits
and sukuk across GCC and
MENA markets, targeting
capital preservation and risk-
adjusted returns.

Al Salam Bank
Explores AI-Powered
Customer Services

Al Salam Bank has signed an
MoU with Beyon's Total CX to
explore Al-powered customer
experience solutions.

The proposed collaboration
covers intelligent voice, text
and digital interactions, aiming
to improve response times,
automation and personalised
banking services.
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BDB Reports BHD
6.125 Million in SME
Financing

Bahrain Development Bank
announced that its SMEE Fund
has provided BHD 6.125
million through 114 financing
transactions since March 2026.
Small enterprises accounted for
69% of financing, while trade
represented 53% of the total
value.

BDB also announced a
collaboration with ARRAY to
support planned digital banking
projects and improve services
for entrepreneurs and SMEs.

Bahrain’s SITR
Launches Sharia
Compliance Platform

Bahrain-based startup SITR
has introduced a platform for
continuous Sharia compliance
monitoring in Islamic finance.
Aligned with Central Bank of
Bahrain requirements and
AAOIFI standards, the
technology detects potential
violations and integrates with
banking systems. SITR is
finalizing its commercial
licensing.
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Mumtalakat Expands
Technology and Global
Investments

Bahrain's sovereign wealth fund
Mumtalakat announced
investments in Bahraini
companies Tanami and DOO,
alongside a technology
investment partnership with
Brookfield, which manages over
$1 trillion in assets.

It also signed cooperation
agreements with BENEFIT in
fintech and TRAIL in sports,
gaming and esports.
Mumtalakat additionally
supported Whynow's
acquisition of EMP, a
European entertainment
merchandise business
generating over €150 million in
annual revenue.

Khaleeji Bank and
DOO Explore Al-
Powered Payments

Khaleeji Bank has signed an
MoU with Bahraini AT
company DOO to explore
conversational commerce and
Al-powered payment
solutions.

The proposed technology
would allow customers to
discover products, make
purchases and complete
payments through Al-driven
interactions.

Khaleeji Bank is also
preparing to launch merchant
acquiring and point-of-sale
services.
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Infinios Advances
Stablecoin and Travel
Payments

Bahrain-based Infinios has
received a no-objection from
the Central Bank of Bahrain to
introduce card prefunding and
payment settlement services
using USDC and EURC
stablecoins.

The fintech company also
renewed its multi-year
partnership with Mastercard to
expand virtual card-based
wholesale travel payments
across the Middle East and
North Africa.

ASB Capital Launches
Two Global
Investment Funds

ASB Capital, with $10.2
billion in assets under
management, has launched
two funds at Gateway Gulf
2026.

Its partnership with Principal
Asset Management offers a
global multi-asset strategy
spanning equities, fixed
income and private markets.
A separate Sharia-compliant
private credit fund with
StepStone targets income and
capital growth through
financing for US middle-
market companies.
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SICO Secures $1.6
Billion in New Business
in 2026

Bahrain-based investment firm
SICO announced
approximately $1.6 billion in
new business mandates from
institutional and individual
investors during 2026 at the
Gateway Gulf forum in
Manama.

The total includes around $1.4
billion in new investments and

inflows into managed funds and
portfolios, alongside more than

$200 million in deals and

mandates across public, private

and alternative markets.
Group CEO Naijla Al Shirawi
said the mandates reflect
investor confidence in SICO's
regional capabilities and
investment expertise.

ila Bank Launches
Gold and Silver
Accounts

Bahrain’s ila Bank has
launched digital gold and
silver investment accounts,
starting from under BHD 20.
Customers can trade precious
metals through the bank’s
app. Eligible investments
made from November 1 to
December 31, 2026, offer a
chance to win up to BHD
2,000 in cashback.
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BBK Launches Free
SME Toolkit

Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait
(BBK) has introduced a free
toolkit to support SME growth
and sustainability.

Announced at a roundtable with

the Middle East Sustainability
Forum, the initiative focuses on
sustainable finance and
improved funding access for
businesses in Bahrain.

CrediMax and
Mastercard Explore
Al Payments

CrediMax and Mastercard
are exploring Al-powered
shopping and payment
solutions for Bahrain’s
merchants.

The partnership aims to
enable AI assistants to handle
purchases securely while
merchants retain control over
pricing and orders. No launch
date has been announced.
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BIBF and BisB Partner
to Strengthen Banking
Talent Development

The Bahrain Institute of
Banking and Finance (BIBF)
and Bahrain Islamic Bank
(BisB) have signed an
agreement to enhance employee
skills in governance, risk
management, and banking
relationships.

The partnership includes
specialised training
programmes to strengthen
banking expertise, customer
service, and talent development.

UAE Non-Oil Growth
Strong Despite Price
Surge

The UAE’s non-oil PMI
reached 54.8 in October 2026,
signalling continued
expansion.

Export demand grew at its
fastest pace in two years,
while selling prices rose at a
record rate amid higher costs.
Employment edged lower.

27 2026 paagi 08 anill - 23 220l

vleags «ollwll gypill»g «BIBF»
aapnoll dlelasll pghhil dudlail

ol

aoidd Dy E“’U)‘-’ 385 dJ_qu_,}{luM_,_,9
SNl «did panll ENal (a0l

b dxigall Slusyloall okss e 355
Loy ol ila Gl sdlasll

il Ol bzl (599 poual duasaiio
crsblgal gl 8 lglels
Oxiwawgall d>gi dudlaidl GuSseig
Olelizb Gigall )il by 920
83929 daSgallg yblixall 8)l5)

o2l 20 WloNell

dedyanll Ololyall ol Ago gdg
80 duya3 4.5La3l (BIBF) dlallg
nskai) (BisB) oMol poponl iy
o0 il Labgal duigall Wil lgoll

" blall 8)l]g daSemdl oo
398> (poud «dudpanll ledellg
glaall 3 &ypiudl 3)lgall 8elaS jy5es
NSTIE [N

sgall yio ;9 L8la5Hl ido3 (5)7
ol Zidl dexl )giS Al Hgua
Ololysl) oyl Sge) (iuail

< solall dabolég ddlally dxd ol
ovsdl i sl Guyl

allogl La Ladill ue yalall glhdll

Hgisl Jua ogoi Junlgy

Lol B3aadl Oludbll vy 3 Ll e Goladl gladll Juslg
Sig 332 e OlwiSl (o e 2026 3535 J3> 0905 Lol
naail Sludb cadds Lagd ol 83320l Ol £ Loge so
wole N5 gai g yunl 839221 8xadg sbld ef) «l)sball oleiilg

by gl )l:su.ui i)l hlaall 8 el gl lounl £183)lg gungill
ol 9 puall 9 dio 8439 2009 ple (9 uuall s.\,‘;\.Lod.\.Q:o
e3> yyed Gl oSl ol go 12009 5283 35T 3535l bl <ygbly
sl L] Jpanidl (oIS o S| Sxo pbso g2y «Jlsle
slacl Cuassil «cadsgill sumo Lleg 54.8 | Lowwgo Jagall ilyyidoll
& 8y0l) dagabs 8ygum oalolall 8 dads 5.3 Jolio «pgisT 8 dlads

298> Jb 8 ¢ il duas Js>

gl bo oSl clgi>d oS il
Byzioll je JlacH @S 3323 9
gLty O:\ei sgwgill ol ef)g
Wlehuall )5U Gl gl OIS il
Slaidl Ce2uog dundliolly droslsyl
$3bai83l blidl e (58l

iass 50 Soruno B99 Jan) . yroisw
L oleSidlg gadll w Juolall
lezlyio igd Lle il gai sl
b Seimo Llel e da,8b 8)9.00
go yeainw J¥5 Josnall g doses
bl lelad 8 bliill Guusd
auailly d>Luullg &3l



28 2026 poagi 08 aail - 23 aa0l

Q_&* émn g.Y
¥
)

i\ y

- ———

GATEWAY GULF

|N'|- STMENT FORUM BAHRAIN 2004

IIEDE BAHRAIN

il (sjl»g «ilngll gyl
clilhualll clsAll i) Oluwwds

oelibodl 83l Jol> pghs &gl L",;.longg,;)g)ngl el oled
Oldasll 9 lg=osg L) Lislg GSM ()1 dS i o diglel
o38lg daSeall ol 589 «dud punell SS31 5 50l 30 yunsaol
Baaizall )blxall 8)lblg BILENF IS WINNE-RVIPREHZWES J

Ot 2les 0155 M o pnall Sizaans Sl ] duiaall ool
(S lysles Jasd byl il Emgilyin] pausds dulac drdpuas
o9l Joadly saugill elidaodl «AI@NBB»

dzofly 23 dudpaall Dlosnll iy JlasHl B8 Spoll gonsos
I caled dlyd a2y (ldasll Orwigall go clil 53 Olaglaall

2024 sl dylgy» (siie ol Josll &Syl (8 Guanasioll

Lg.lLo.cl i «j.DngJﬁ.l STETTIAY]
Al Glgwh guwgill gl 4

U.C.ua;oﬂ <Sall L)_9 d.w.udl Al )l «GumglgiSS oSy dS b el
1350 @Slaall 8350 ol L3 Lgililac £y «Gilysual (yo3l5 dza3Ylg
oradsdl olaill uloo Jo3 Blguwl 9 gawgil) Ll il

dalai A «2026 ol bl (saiio o dslyl dwidl JY> el cl>g
b Gous guedes o Gililly Jo3l oy Gl L9 dolaibdl dueidl] Gulow
sl Oluwgall 2o Db nghiy Slgal yyguas> jieid 45wl

eS| JoS guanshy odlono dsn)l (19 i3 Jsl> a5 Syl pyisiy

03y sdasanall Olauaily Slxoyll pokaig «llasll diasly L elibodl
812801 loglaall d4iai lodig Ladyl Jaxillg «pbliall 8)l3lg (il yaul]
o3lg Adlallg &8 panll Ciloasdl Oilelnd «usglgiSs uuiwSa» Loagiuwsy
sl 86laS] (ypuimnid) danaine Jol> pohd Gl 1uSyil go (il 8yl
Oluwsell duddl Ol dallesy CadlSill Gaasg

Goundl G diillay plll dumglgiSidl Ol J85 920 Sghas> suaadl guwgidl Jioug
IS Oloos @uadil drogldl 3c1 lgauogs Gyl (yo 83laiwdlg dumulsll
a9l Jgallg elibodl



29 2026 poagi 08 aail - 23 aaoll

Juall @su olewgi "ogusyl'g "gili’
clilhuall el Alidiy yuslill

«O9mS)l» 20 LgiShub guwgd ««Beyon» degoel deylidl w«gSlip» Clel
ouolsl Juzdl ddass joyaig ol L9 Alditall 3Laidl dSud Cuxad
ol cS3L doge e duSuid WLusd )Lis| o «diclaSy diswg

belaSy Al elol (pui) «Massive MIMO» dalail win gorinall Housing
iy alasinl Guold! Jud) &bl ASuil Eoanig 5l &lgiuwl
Jw)l bual Gelibuodl Sl Gle swiey «0gwSoyh» o J> Hlis Jodn oS
ULl Ja5 co¥amog Japidl 5168 (i Caxg «Juaidl Cigybs (§9g Ll
dy3al> 313555 «dsadyll Slosadl s sulyall bl pes Gl liyanill Coagis
Juzdl 95 Glusiunall ghaillg padiall Gue il Jusdl luid dysimadl ddl
.ol

0 Gyl AT ayiblyl "Ly

qlalillg ailll gijgil lioyld

Leilally osdl Jouwin Loy (b dll ol Ctdm &Sy calel
digyiSIPl lslyllg gyauall Cilalis LW «.SHIFT Inc» dcgasal
g dagrall Olaiiellg ool B8 CadBdl oyio G|

a2l (Seisw Liblwle J Gl Bloawl L gugill Loag)
Caipimd (s3xaiil Gusylg Laziell 8033l s9inall @393 puc g3l
dolio 8318 1895 o ymdl ol g ooyl Hlisl loasg LiLLI
Jsguiiy &l Ol pohat) gl Dlgp satio Jé> Gdel slag
Blowl Il LW sgimall Jguog Lol Gulowo dabai g3l 2026

) dahioll Jo3l ogs el b dslaiddl

el dlllaie Cmine aST il (o " radgi o Gilillg
gl JlocHl yoht) bl g2je3 Jlacl ol Ll @il jSyiang

&9 3Lasdly Ologlaall LizglgiSs &,Sall &.SLalb o pall (sgimmall
D ohdslasdl el Gulsw ailally i3l Jadny Loy (gLl
Slaibdl pesy &Sl Olhdiwol  ddgusIgl lobylly gl wlally
GEld (y dy2all U3l ad)ll g dagrall Olaiiallg
48y1lg Lz ooiStl @293 Jlacl g Ll dSyial jSyiang

&,Sa)l &:SLally o pell sgimmall



Laglgiss

v

Mazad Partners with
Array to Accelerate
Al Adoption

Q ” :“ ” ° “ . .
Bahrain's Mazad has CIS')JI a'DJJ LSIJI g ')IJ'D UgLQI
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llaboration with A ablibdl Judaig 6jladl a¥rayi|
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artificial intelligence into its
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Z.oho Transforms c o w o . . .
Analytics into an Al \J LO"C'UI u'l'hb'l anlo ng'l «g'mgj »
Agent-Powered Cl.j.b.l.ﬂ u I c Iﬁ _)J I.I

Platform
2T e e 2 Ol cho.m a.ua.d i f?oho A?alytlcs» lgiuaio . nolas «9.0.9)‘? r:tS ).w Caile : |
Analytics into an agentic Al- Os5ed LOagiuns Sghas (9« elidnuodl <83l Mg e dailall Jlac
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Bahrain Reviews
Tourism Growth Plans

Bahrain Tourism and
Exhibitions Authority reviewed
Q3 2026 performance,
investment projects, and
upcoming events.

Chaired by Tourism Minister
Fatima Al Sairafi, the meeting
also focused on attracting
international visitors and major
exhibitions.

Bahrain Minister
Urges Aviation and
Tourism Integration

Bahrain’s Tourism Minister
Fatima bint Jaffar Al Sairafi
called for stronger integration
between aviation, tourism, and
logistics at Gateway Gulf
2026.

She highlighted public-private
partnerships, digital
innovation, and infrastructure
development as key to boosting
tourism and connectivity.

32 2026 poagi 08 anil - 23 2ol

SULil @ull lsf @alyi «oyall @aluwy

640 dblleag gylie cialig

laJ g.)l).ll aclaizl yo)lanlly dobunl oyl dud 8)ls] Gulxwo sdc
sl Olyabgo daslyel (9 uall dabld d>Luwll 8559 duwliy 2026

> budl Ol lediw g é)him.ll disdling U @2yJl 3> glasll
> bl 93yl dawnd S juji 398> yLbl Us i yoll Oldlaallg
aul.u (oR>9) 8ylw dingl Saaaidl U;.w,]l,gmx ool o yiuwlg
.)lg)Jl oo 3l ulh.n.uul Ol d9slgll dazug iy dusiyganid] udlal
A9 gimnall dusluwdl Glganl L,S dSlonll ygua> &u.ug.)g

Robig «duslunll O)lailly Olxiiall gi9i5 daonl L,S).ua.“ aSig

o) dolaiwl P“"” Loy clSudl g0 GHolaidl jujmig d.a..r.g.dl Olyalwll
.sbaiodl UB d> Ll dodluwo 3359 «loaill 839> 29,39 glhndll
)99 d.l.-.n.o]l dx8laillg dagad il Oldleall dobijg) §losi>Bl Lindlig
J>1s (0 )lej)l Olhndiiawly dy)laailly da>luud] dS)al Jasinil (9

Ol laiiwdlg g3)linell Olaziiwme gulxell Caou oS .Lg>) UquJI
39lgadly Wlelaizdl d>luw yghi bhs Cil> Gl .parshily dioluull
ool Gyl 55500 dilasiall Wlyghill 3519 . yo)laslly Wiliaigally
S8l Wlyeigally Wldleall dSLasuwl UB 0939 yo,laall

aleaallg Hlphall Jolsi: dpuall

& Lol Guadl éwwalii jje

8slas 29) 9 Egan yollg

v Ll dhasipall leasdl
Jaidly yhudl Olelyz] Jugausig
dxad )l il o 83laiwlg
o3l dusdlaw ST dymxi @yl
ole Josi gyl o Gl @) Lisig
Slow 3l 2o L>Luadl byl joj05
OlSpud g0 Holaill (ddagiunall
&0 Lwloid Loy il Oyl
2022 d>lund] glnd dazilpianl
»ohi Wagiwi Ll 2026
>l dg=oS dSlaall duudlis
daJg g duosls)

daodl Ll 83359)l C3aubg

g9i79 ol daidl 9 5 Lokiawdl
x> boadl ) lxidlg (G910l
wlhiiwl duus) Jolgs W)luicl
OlylatiwBlg dudgall Olleall
RXCRCH |

&uiwaglll

dabld d>Lull 8359 Casi

O JolSil 535 O S seall

s luully Glyadall Olelnd

8545y Jioy duiamnzglll Wiloaillg
Sl ©LE635 83U daw i
& byl Gamzdg (Gl

O «dadgally duoulddl (GlganBl
Ollatiw 3l wlhiiwl cil>
dusizil daial ygkalg dasgill
dul> 9 Lgis) Line Jol> U5 cl>
Syl ja305n Olgisy dasislis
duinzolll Oloaillg Jidl elad
ccazail i Bl OBl ol oo
Zalidl dilgy» (saiie Jlash poud
dpaiill pulzo dolaiy s3I «2026

AsLaiddl
»obi gl UQ).ua.“ Coudglg

alall Guelnill G STl



Joug dobw

v

Bahrain Hosts 93rd
UFI Global Congress
for the First Time

Bahrain is hosting the 93rd
UFI Global Congress at
Exhibition World Bahrain,
bringing together international
exhibition industry leaders,
executives and experts.

The event marks the Kingdom's
first time hosting the congress
and highlights its growing
ambitions in business tourism
and major international events.
Discussions focus on industry
transformation, innovation,
strategic partnerships and
future growth opportunities.
Opened in November 2022,
Exhibition World Bahrain is a
key part of the Kingdom's
strategy to attract global
exhibitions and conferences.

Exhibition World
Bahrain Signs UFI
Sponsorship Deal

Exhibition World Bahrain
signed a two-year Diamond
Sponsorship agreement with
UFI during its 93rd Global
Congress in Bahrain.

The partnership aims to boost
international visibility and
strengthen Bahrain’s position
as a global exhibitions and
events hub.
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Bahrain Showcases
Tourism and Investment
Opportunities at WTM
London 2026

Bahrain is participating in
World Travel Market London
2026, held from November 3-5,
with a national pavilion
featuring 10 exhibitors,
including Gulf Air, Exhibition
World Bahrain, hotels, resorts,
and destination management
companies.

The Bahrain Tourism and
Exhibitions Authority aims to
strengthen international
tourism partnerships, attract
visitors, and promote
investment opportunities and
major tourism projects.

The participation also
highlights Bahrain's growing
capabilities as a destination for
international exhibitions,
conferences, and events.

Bahrain Airport
Company Advances
Aviation and
Operational
Partnerships

Bahrain Airport Company is
proceeding with a proposed
extension of Texel Air's
hangar agreement for up to 11
years, supporting long-term
aviation investment.

The company also renewed its
partnership with Vanderlande
for baggage handling system
maintenance and technical
support at Bahrain
International Airport.
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Tamkeen Supports
120+ Bahraini Jobs at
Surf Park

Bahrain's Tamkeen signed an
agreement to support more
than 120 jobs for Bahrainis at
Club Hawaii (@ Bahrain Surf
Park.

The 52,000+ sq m tourism
project at Bilaj Al Jazayer is
expected to open in 2026 and
attract around 300,000 visitors
annually, offering surfing,
hospitality and entertainment
facilities.

Bahrain Tourism
Authority Partners
with Visa

Bahrain Tourism and
Exhibitions Authority has
signed an MoU with Visa to
explore digital initiatives and
data-driven insights aimed at
improving visitor experiences.
The partnership will also
examine joint tourism
campaigns, industry workshops
and innovative solutions to
strengthen Bahrain's appeal as
a travel destination.
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$100 Million
Investment to Bring
Taj, Hamleys and
Bombay Brasserie

Kingdom Projects has
announced three developments
in Bahrain with a combined
investment of $100 million,
including the country's first Taj
hotel, Bombay Brasserie
restaurant and a Hamleys
flagship store.

Taj Downtown Seef will
feature 200 hotel units and 80
branded residences, with
construction expected to begin
soon.

Bombay Brasserie at Bahrain
Bay and Hamleys at The
Avenues Bahrain are both
scheduled to open in Q1 2027.
The projects are expected to
create jobs and expand
Bahrain's hospitality, dining
and retail offerings.

Pearl Music Bahrain
Launches to Connect
Gulf Artists Globally

Pearl Music Bahrain has
launched operations to support
Gulf artists through
international music
distribution, talent
management, licensing and
rights management.

Its first project, Les Perles de
Bahrein, brings together
Bahraini singer Amal Al
Anbari and French songwriter
Kerredine Soltani.

The company also has
partnerships with international
music industry organisations.

36 2026 poagi 08 Al - 23 1ol

M GATEWAY GULF

«ali» allhaiwll jlg> (gile 100
ol I« spawly sbogirg «julolm»g

(THCL) &2:g)l $sLadl dSyuis go Holadl «dslaall g3yline dSyuis il
Ogalo 100 gl ddlox] doudly ()l 8 doylatiiw] gayline 3G e
8y0l) dyiy ol Goudl L] «zb» dabaiall dodlall Jo>3 Jouind )39
allall w3l jxieg «Sraly Sbogy pabe glusl Cil> w93l

Gadolo»

200 (a..auu cS-‘-“ wndl Hobi Hols gb» WG9 gl &ulw.o.ll Ol
Jlo.cl I.).u Ul ole «gb» dodle Jooi duiSuw 83>9 809 dud3i9 a>g

«¢b» dcgomog dSlonll &lie Gy o> dShuds Houd (09 sl

O=dl 8

Slog» pahs jrgx5 Jlocl dS il JoSiiuni P.clhaJI glnd ,_,99

2027 ale o Jo3l FISUNNEREAPTD 13ug0d « =l > ,_,s <<§,.,,wl).g
dS i dSglooll «julola» dodlsl ,__,wLJ)JI s2iall 2L i Las
Agauss 8 xa)l o> « oyl )9“.93I» &oxo Us .«J.uu, i b y»

Al i Ol Gl s> Jes yojyd &yl 2995 UI asg.m.ll 09
okl dSlaoll g3)Line dSyuis 35 Lod 3 peianolly Hlgil ay=l
«gb» dcgomo &o Vollu d.sLs| &line

Gl oo Glinii "clijgio Jui*

Lolle dunudill

o all ,_,jLé‘SI IS gozu ,5.'\JI
d.u.stb ,_,JLb.lw UJ»).AS
JUTIRTXYT) «gs)mJl Jol duigy=Jl
Ol G lwgall Ggladl
U’l)'" gy dS il ng
Up,.;Sb duigall il hhusys .5.\JI
3353 log Liwgo Jos ali 65
Olgid yuc s line Ollde 8 Lle
dilaoll HULLI (§99 (833210

&0 Wlshuin dsyidl by s
lgin «drolle dudirngo Slunwge
«Universal Music France»

-«YEIN France»g «IDOL»g

wwgall (Guguil

dSlawll o Lgildacs £ «p2yadl

duodS 3l dudrmgall Glgwlg
dzallall ZL5Blg gajoll OIS pin
glad (oud 83332 Bghas> 9
.9sl.x;§l sbaiddl

w9l v, Liniil gaswgip Gailiall

OSlung Olyus o d3laiwdl
oyl Giaangall &lbs ,_,.9
O «Ejgun Jy» ud.clg
S« §sb> Jo3l lgsg uine



37 2026 poagi 08 Al - 23 aaell

o leoll jreiino alhndiwi Gl
ayilygsll Ayl pguioll Gildg

Bk . Jo3l blgdl Llhs auaing ilas 8, lally deliall 8l by
Lewlw3l (yslaall 3551 gas sLivy Gl AMGy LSy go Llgs
o peaBlall 354 podiuwlg clivd «PG Foils»g «lawedl
Ldlaall Wlalse ool L8 Guinclivo Guilinie

sy §leid Sl olasdl Lol dawbwdl ysleall dxdleo Hlorgiws
dlyomd)l lelinall 8linio <L) dosiuoll pgsial¥l G516y guiaiy
2l Gle 3555 posial¥l e ol &50yaS)l SLSpell Dyl
Olyylay 6 dodiiunall 35,1 Slgall oleluallg
Sladailly 450,680 SLS)yal i J3> Gnllasll gidoi slag

559 la>g5 olegpinall Jiog .aslgall 3982 ylb| 9 12026 ZdsJl &g
bdyi duanaiio dxcliuo dadil yghs dcluall 3aclall ggis) dSLaall
lasd Loy «dgallell slaoBl Judlausy 09 Aoy Whlatiwl Olhadiwlg
A5 ygSIl LSyl dcliuo “a8Lan)l dows)l Ol Wileluall

lgeiias gugi"cjuls Ipois yllell
%73 J| il @ayig sl 4

ol 8 declivall lgilinie dewgs «lydS (xS oldelly dS b culel
8938 23 dusiiuanl] Blall 830 Caagiw Bghas 9 3> bl s dsLsb
uodl53lg dloall Glowdl Lo Cllall &uls e guaall

Jo3l g doliall 9 28E (S 2026 el Gl (saiio Jd> el clag

103l Jundbsg dscliall lgilloc i) &Syl s (yaus guedgs (o ilily

rrassr] dalill ol ledall Wilaiio (o 1336 (ol linie giis
4zl Oldesll dgyo 8305 B dwgill agui ol @8giall (pog )S
Blow3l Oldhial Hloiwdl sy

&a5)i) B3> Joc 409 yu8e (9 dawgill cme:wi weabboidl a2 Lleg
Gyl s il Lagd <2026 ple Jo> %010 (o 5iSh dS il b dlolall (soall
3%

Ol w2l 8 €S GlieuS Ll gluas ja0 wogigb G9al> JBg
e g «Bliriall 8 dlolall )3leSlg dunpiuaill lysall Hahi (uSes dawgsll
dahiall Blgwl dod>g gaill )l raiwl

83031 e 9l 232l Z LBl Insd dyy eS| dagdll (e &Syl CadinSs @l
Az lgl Blall b dndgiall



38 2026 poagi 08 aail - 23 aaell

GATEWAY GULF

u INVESTMENT FORUM
gino Jgl Glhi"dleluall spol”
ol a ddibygsll adliall dlgael

s3] Gugdyll wSxol Jale Jlbg
Jiey «prgol» ggpuire O] «dS i)
oeluall bliul guwgi (9 dghas>
@Sl Ol Gl Do cdegomall
Aol duin ol Goundl dors> Corgiad
Blowdl LIl Jgogll Lgil)ad yghs of
Al

«Ban] e Gl 25T dils o
Jadlg dcluall glad) (3l ol
Aol Gularey dumzglll Wileasdlg
023 oSy Eoriiall Ol dp3Lazddl
o8 dxcliuall Oyl d>liall gugill
Slaiddl 219i5 eeng (Gl

ale S «k._.g).i.oi» Jlaci )93> 39234
Ol>g) B> &Sl piisg (1952
dabaily 4,50 ygSIl @Sxillg @230l
dodull 32lg>g )L 8a0cly CorbISII
Leilode (o 3ac pe Golall Lle
EIPIEN]

«lelivall (syuoly &Sy culel

Jol AW .«P);_é,oi» Eorino G|
o0 Wl)esdl Blall W3gal giuns
23 lgi>Luso g5 po)l Lle ool
8@y ol dilaioy gy yio all
dglonoll Goanll o

93 M maadl b didtino paogily
el

gl dlga (gaiio JY> el clag
)_.g)qu ClS).u.L” bhs R «2026
Olaitio pglaiy duguaill Lgil)ad
Jeladl glad (6 833> duclio

Al Sl

i3LyeS)l &Blall gje5 gons

el 5 pguny Loy g2l dwgio

z Lol 8acld cliyg wilsylgll Lle sloicdl
Olaeall o gl 13g) ddo



Al Areen
Announces 250+
Homes and Rixos
Hotel Plans

Al Areen Development has
unveiled Al Areen Golf
Estates, a luxury
residential project
featuring more than 250
villas and apartments
overlooking an 18-hole
golf course.

The developer also signed
an MoU with Ennismore
to manage and operate a
hotel under the Rixos
brand, adjacent to
Bahrain's Lost Paradise
of Dilmun Water Park.
The announcements form
part of Al Areen's wider
residential, hospitality and
leisure master plan.

Gulf Air Appoints
Edamah for
Overseas Property
Review

Gulf Air has signed an
advisory framework with
Bahrain Real Estate
Investment Company
(Edamah) to
independently assess its
international real estate
portfolio.

The review will support
strategic decisions on
asset management as the
airline focuses resources
on its core aviation
operations.
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Bahrain Marina
Signs Facilities
Deal with IFM

Bahrain Marina has
partnered with Integrated
Facilities Management
(IFM) to provide security,
cleaning, landscaping, and
operational services.
Signed at Gateway Gulf
2026, the agreement
supports the phased
opening of the waterfront
development’s residential,
commercial, and leisure
facilities.

Naseej Ranks
Among GCC's Top
100 Developers for
Third Year

Bahrain-based Naseej has
been named among the
GCC's Top 100 Real
Estate Developers for
2026, marking its third
consecutive year on the list
and an improvement in its
ranking.

Its portfolio includes
public-private housing
partnerships, Amwaj
Avenue, Canal View,
Bahrain Industrial
Investment Oasis and
Naseem Arad smart villas.
The recognition reflects
the company's diversified
real estate activities and
its focus on sustainable
urban development in
Bahrain.
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Seef Properties'
Nine-Month Profit
Falls 30% to BD
2.68 Million

Bahrain-listed Seef
Properties reported a 30%
decline in net profit
attributable to
shareholders for the first
nine months of 2026,
reaching BD 2.68 million,
compared with BD 3.82
million a year earlier.

Third-quarter profit fell
30.7% to BD 770,000,
while nine-month revenue
declined 12.7% to BD 9.65
million, reflecting regional
developments affecting
retail, hospitality and
entertainment activity.

Despite the downturn, the
company is moving ahead
with the redevelopment of
Seef Mall, its mixed-use
project in Dammam,
Saudi Arabia, and
initiatives to strengthen
occupancy and tenant
offerings at Al Liwan.

Total assets stood at BD
175.89 million at the end
of September 2026.
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Bahrain Advances
Integrated Logistics
Network

Bahrain’s Transportation
Minister Shaikh Abdulla bin
Ahmed Al Khalifa called for
stronger integration of ports,
airports, roads and digital
platforms at Gateway Gulf
2026.

He highlighted data sharing
and private-sector
partnerships to reduce costs
and boost logistics
competitiveness.

International Law
Firm JHAB Opens
Bahrain Office

Joseph Hage Aaronson &
Bremen LLP has opened an
office in Bahrain, expanding
its presence in the Gulf.

The office will focus on
private wealth advisory, cross-
border legal matters,
commercial disputes and
international arbitration,
working closely with the
firm's London team.
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Ghitha Opens Food
City Investment
Opportunities

Ghitha Bahrain Holding is
inviting investors to explore
opportunities in Bahrain's
Food City, particularly in
dairy, bakery and
confectionery manufacturing.
The company also signed an
MoU with Masar Group to
examine food logistics,
distribution, cold-chain
infrastructure and a potential
joint venture.

Both companies are part of
Mumtalakat's portfolio.

43 2026 poagi 08 2l - 23 220l

digaall a)

A GATEWAY GULF

N INVESTMENT FORUM EAHRAIN 2

oo oo UI e O oo " l

"Juuo” go LEguiis yu)Aig ayl_\le

w) GATEWAY_GU LF

YEDB BAHRAIN

dyimdl dpidl pusdig el dlag>o
goriio pupli 4olKoly (i ol
daiil Jaide W¥ind & yide
digsall J>15 g39ilg oyl
A1l

2okl Jeizall Hgladl Jeudng
ady)l gl dalasly ¢yl Juodleo
0228 BLiSiwly (Hojxall 8)1s]g
Blow3l LIl &3l lsiall yysuas
Ao lg deaddSBl

sl Qo (Jiy 390 JBg
duimill dudl pelas ol celden]
Baaic o duiuzgll Siloaslg
Oopeiiaoll Oladiwd Fwlwl
D23 guinas gl gai j)2s
Bloll dads> Cawgy aST il (o
<Hluoy degomal (s3naidl Guw )yl
0030 duwlys CBagiuy Gl
28T a513¢ slael Juwds 9 5 ladiwdl
dig 0

0229 JI 3 bewd o Slioo»
uwly 2l dl>yo B yinall § g pinall

damlall Gy yodl elaé dSpd cled
Omaiianall plol Jloall id «elier
Osdollg HuraddBlg ol

Lo doliall Loyall CalinSiuwd

2o 0olyill (138 &l gopdno
degazo go eolas 8)Sie gudel
Oloasdl 9 Holedl duwlysd «)luor
3133l Oloiall 235 duianzoll
blg» (saiie N> NPl cl>g
Jol nekai babas (paus («2026 zalsl
ool 8 dlolSie d51AE diyae
Oxilly gruaill W1)38 jyeig
&Jsilly

Opeiiune o Ogladl «elder Coudg
Oljgually LB Olelag 6
sk il I alsladly

wad) Ol uise s:l.u.U! dwlysg

aS o Wleas 399y Loy (il
Al L9 Gudeledl uivanl)
«Oluno» 20 P.QLQ.:J| 8)S30 L>g039
@285 09 HUS Ml Gw)y 3w
oSyl gojeilly Jadl loas



H-GATEWAY GULF

INVESTMENT FORUM BAHRAIN 2026

Tamkeen Announces

Five Strategic
Partnerships at
Gateway Gulf 2026

Bahrain's Tamkeen
announced five partnerships
covering executive
leadership, AI-powered
skills development, medical
education, healthcare and
maritime services.

The initiatives include
training 100 Bahraini
executives, supporting more
than 240 new jobs across
two healthcare and
education projects, and
developing a national digital
skills platform scheduled for
an initial launch in 2027.
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Noora Alzeabi
Appointed HR
Director at The K

The K Hotel Group, whose
portfolio includes Dragon
Beach Hotel and Sea Loft
Villas, has appointed Dr.
Noora Abdulla Alzeabi as its
Human Resources Director.
With more than 17 years of
experience across hospitality,
consulting, government and
telecommunications, she will
lead talent development,
leadership programmes and
employee engagement.

Dr. Alzeabi holds a
professional doctorate in
Business Administration,
specialising in organisational
psychology.

Infracorp Names Talal
Al Mahroos CEO

Infracorp appointed Talal Al
Mabhroos as CEO to lead its
expansion and sustainable
infrastructure investments.
He previously held senior
positions at GFH Properties
and GFH Financial Group.
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PARTNERS

GFH Partners Exits
US Portfolio for $113
Million

GFH Partners completed the
$113 million sale of 10
industrial storage properties
across the US, marking its
fifth logistics exit in six years.
The firm plans to continue
investing in US logistics
assets, supported by strong
demand.

BisB Wins Bahrain
ESG Banking Award

Bahrain Islamic Bank (BisB)
won the Best Bank for ESG
Practices 2026 award from
World Business Outlook.
The award recognises its
sustainability initiatives,
including clean energy
financing, SME support,
women's empowerment and
community development.
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KFH Bahrain Awards
First $1 Million
Hasadi Prize

Kuwait Finance House —
Bahrain has awarded its first
monthly $1 million Hasadi
prize to Redha Qudrat Rasti
under the savings
programme's new prize
structure.

The bank now offers a $1
million monthly prize to
encourage regular saving.
Customers can qualify with a
minimum BHD 50 balance
held for seven days before the
draw, with increased winning
chances for longer holding
periods, subject to terms and
conditions.

Khaleeji Bank Awards
$250K, Eyes $3M
December Draw

Khaleeji Bank has named
Farha Abdulaziz Salem the
winner of its September 2026
Al Waffer grand prize of
$250,000.

The bank is preparing for
three major December draws
worth a combined $3 million,
with $1 million for each
winner.

Every BHD 25 deposited
earns an additional draw
entry, with accounts starting
from BHD 50.
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